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 Curriculum Vitae 
 

M. LOUELLA L. DOLAR 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
EDUCATION 
Ph.D., Marine Biology  
University of California, San Diego (UCSD) – Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 1999. 
Dissertation: “Distribution, Abundance and Feeding Ecology of Cetaceans in the Eastern 
Sulu Sea and Tañon Strait, Philippines”. 
 
M. Sc., Zoology 
James Cook University, Townsville, Queensland, Australia, 1986. Thesis: “Some aspects 
of the Biology of the three species of silver bellies (Teleostei: Gerreidae) from waters in 
the vicinity of Townsville, north Queensland”. 
 
B.S. Biology 
Silliman University, Philippines – 1980 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE  
 
A. Research: 
 

  Biologist/Scientist I – Part-time contract under Ocean Associates Inc. for Marine 
Mammal Genetics, Protected Resources Division (PRD), Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center,  La Jolla, California (2008-present) 

 Research Biologist Silliman University (1986-present) and Tropical Marine 
Research for Conservation, LLC (2005-present)- Marine mammal biology and 
ecology (feeding ecology and population assessment), marine mammal and 
fishery interactions, fish biology and life history, fishery assessment, aquaculture, 
environmental Impact assessments, captive breeding of endangered terrestrial 
species (Philippine endemics) 

 Consultant - American Samoa Government (2005-2008), World – Wildlife Fund 
(1999), Shedd Aquarium on coral reef exhibit (Chicago, 1997-2001)  

 Graduate Research Assistant –Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of 
California, San Diego (Diving physiology experiments on sea lions (1992-94), 
Investigating Movements of whale sharks in South China Sea and Sulu Sea, using 
satellite tags (1998-1999). 

 
B. Teaching 

 Adjunct Professor – Institute for Environmental and Marine Sciences (IEMS), 
Silliman University, Philippines, 2011-present  

 Associate Faculty – National University, 2000-2002  
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 Instructor – Maric College – 2000 (Human Anatomy and Physiology) 

 Teaching assistant – UCSD, Biology Department, 1994-1997 (Mammalian 
Physiology, Comparative Physiology, Biometry)  

 Assistant Professor – Silliman University, Philippines 1980-1992 ((Ecology, 
Marine Biology, Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy, Ichthyology, Human Anatomy 
and Physiology, General Biology) 

 
C. Administration  

 Manager:  Tropical Marine Research for Conservation (TMRC), LLC, San Diego, 
California, USA (2005-present) 

 Director- Silliman University Marine Laboratory, Dumaguete City, Philippines 
(1989-1990) 

 Assistant director for administration – Silliman University Marine Laboratory, 
Philippines (1987-1989) 

 Chairperson – Biology Department, Silliman University, Philippines. (1987-1988). 

 Founding Coordinator /Director– Center for Tropical Terrestrial Research 
(CenTrop), Silliman University, Philippines (1988-1992) - started captive breeding 
program of endangered terrestrial species. 

 
HONORS/AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS 

 American Association of University Women Graduate Fellowship (1998-1999) 

 Smithsonian Institution Training Fellowship (1989) 

 International Development Programme, Australia: 3-yr. academic scholarship 
(1983-86) 

 Class, College and University Honors – Silliman University, Philippines (1975-
1980) 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
Dolar, M.L.L. and Sabater, E. (In Press). Potential impacts of climate change on cetacean 

biodiversity in Southeast Asia: A Review.  Silliman Journal. 
Dolar, M.L.L. Fraser's dolphin, Lagenodelphis hosei. 2009. In Perrin, W.F., Würsig, B. and 

Thewissen, J.G.M.  (Eds.)  Encyclopedia of Marine Mammals. Academic Press, San 
Diego. Pp. 469-471.  

Perrin, W.F., Aquino, M.T., Dolar, M.L.L. and Alava, M. 2007. External appearance of 
dwarf spinner dolphin, Stenella longirostris roseiventris. Marine Mammal Science. 
23:464-467. 

Dolar, M.L.L., Perrin, W.F.P., Taylor, B.L. and Kooyman, G. L. and Alava, M.N.R. 2006.  
Abundance and distributional ecology of cetaceans in the central Philippines.  
Journal of Cetacean Research and Management, 8:93-111. 

Perrin, W. F., M. L. L. Dolar, S. J. Chivers and C. M. Chan.  2005.  Length-weight 
relationships in the spinner dolphin, Stenella longirostris.  Marine Mammal 
Science.  21:765-778.  
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Perrin, W.F., Reeves, R..R., Dolar, M.L.L., Jefferson, T.A, Marsh, H., Wang, J.Y. and 
Estacion, J. 2005.  Report of the second workshop on the biology and 
conservation of small cetaceans and dugongs of Southeast Asia. Silliman 
University, Dumagute City, Philippines. July 24-26, 2002.   

Perrin, W.F., Dolar, M.L.L. Amano, M. and Hayano A. 2003. Cranial sexual dimorphism 
and geographic variation in Fraser's dolphin, Lagenodelphis hosei. Marine 
Mammal Science. 19: 484-501. 

Dolar, M.L.L., Walker, W.A., Kooyman, G.L. and Perrin, W.F. 2003. Comparative feeding 
ecology of spinner dolphins (Stenella longirostris) and Fraser's dolphins 
(Lagenodelphis hosei) in the Sulu Sea. Marine Mammal Science 19:1-19 

Dolar, M.L.L.,  Perrin, W.F., Gaudiano, J.P., Yaptinchay, A.A. and Tan J.M.L. 2002. 
Preliminary report on a small estuarine population of Irrawaddy dolphins 
Orcaella brevirostris in the Philippines.  The Raffles Bulletin of Zoology 10:155-
160.  

Dolar, M.L.L. Fraser's dolphin, Lagenodelphis hosei. 2002. In Perrin, W.F., Würsig, B. and 
Thewissen, J.G.M.  (Eds.)  Encyclopedia of Marine Mammals. Academic Press, San 
Diego. Pp. 485-487. 

Eckert, S.A., Dolar, M.L.L., Kooyman, G.L., Perrin, W.F. and Rahman, R.A. 2002. 
Movements of whalesharks (Rhincodon typus) in South-east Asian waters as 
determined by satellite telemetry.  J. Zool., London 257:111-115. 

Dolar, M.L.L., Suarez, P., Ponganis, P.J. and Kooyman, G.L. 1999.  Myoglobin in pelagic 
cetaceans.  Journal of  Experimental  Biology.  202:227-236. 

Heaney, L.R., Balete, D.S., Dolar, M.L.L., Alcala, A.C., Dans, A., Gonzales, P. Ingle, N.R., 
Lepiten, M. Oliver, W.L., Ong, P.S., Rickart, E.A., Tabaranza, B.R. and Utzurrum, 
R.C.B.  1998.  A Synopsis of the Mammalian Fauna of the Philippine Islands.  
Fieldiana: Zoology.  88, 61pp. 

Dolar, M.L.L., Perrin, W.F., Yaptinchay, A.A., Jaaman, S.A. B. JH., Santos, M. Alava, M. 
and Suliansa, S.B. 1997.  Preliminary investigation of marine mammal 
distribution, abundance, and interactions with humans in the Southern Sulu Sea.  
Asian Marine  Biology.  14: 61-81. 

Jefferson, T.A., Pitman, R.L., Leatherwood, S. and M.L.L. Dolar.  1997.  Developmental 
and sexual variation in the external appearance of Fraser's dolphins 
(Lagenodelphis hosei).  Aquatic Mammals.  23.3: 145-153. 

Perrin, W.F., Dolar, M.L.L. and Ortega, E. 1996.  Osteological comparison of Bryde's 
whales from the Philippines with specimens from other regions.  Reports of the 
International  Whaling Commission 46: 409-413. 

Perrin, W.F., Dolar, M.L.L. and Alava, M. 1996.  (eds.).  Report of the Workshop on the 
Biology and Conservation of Small Cetaceans and Dugongs of Southeast Asia.  
Dumaguete, 27-30 June, 1996.  pp.  101 Bangkok: UNEP. 

Dolar, M.L.L. 1996. Possibilities for coexistence with marine mammals in the Philippines.  
International Marine Biological Research Institute, Kamogawa, Japan.  5: 17-23.  

Perrin, W.F., Leatherwood S. and Dolar, M.L.L. 1995.  The status of marine mammal 
research in Southeast Asia.  International Marine Biological Research Institute, 
Kamogawa, Japan, 5: 1-6. 
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Dolar, M.L.L. 1994.  Incidental takes of small cetaceans in fisheries in Palawan, central 
Visayas and northern Mindanao in the Philippines.  Reports of the International  
Whaling Commission, Special Issue. 15: 355-363. 

Dolar, M.L.L., Leatherwood, S., Wood, C., Alava, M.N.R., Hill, C. and Aragones, L.V. 1994.  
Directed fisheries for cetaceans in the Philippines.  Reports of the International  
Whaling Commission. 44: 439-449. 

Dolar, M.L.L. and M.V. Lepiten. 1993. A study on the mangrove, seagrasses and coral 
reef fishes of north Bais Bay. In: Proceedings of the ASEAN-Australian Coastal 
Living Resources Project, Workshop on Mangrove Fisheries and Connections, at 
Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia. 26-31 August 1991. 

Dolar, M.L.L.  and Alcala, A.C. 1993.  Notes on the ichthyoplankton and marine mammals 
of the Sulu Sea, Philippines.  Silliman Journal.  2:43-57. 

Leatherwood, S., Dolar, M.L.L., Wood, C., Aragones, L. and Hill, C.L. 1992.  Marine 
mammal species confirmed from Philippine waters.  Silliman Journal. 36:65-86. 

 
 


